Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

A Discipleship Parish
March 15, 2026... Fourth Sunday of Lent

Dear Brothers and sisters,

Have you ever played a game with a blindfold? Or, have you
ever been on a walk where you are blindfolded and led by
another person? Playing games with a blindfold helps us
appreciate the gift of sight. Sight is a double blessing in a
culture in which the media manipulate visual contents, pat-
terns, and timing. A quickly edited, fast moving commercial
on television proves the point; your eyes quickly “read” the
message. Through the cure of a person born blind, John's
Gospel presents sight in a spiritual sense. Sometimes a per-
son can look but not see.

Fr. George Nellikunnel (gnellikunnel@dio.org) Pastor

Mrs. Denise Reavis Principal
Mrs. Debbie Mandeville Parish Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Gail Smith Business Manager St. Aloysius/St. Cabrini
Mrs. Angie Daniels School Administrative Assistant
Mr. Rich Pitchford Maintenance
Mrs. Sarah Williams Liturgy & Music
Mr. Dave Klestinski Homebound Ministry
Ms. Mikki Buhl Ministry Schedule

(mikkimoose(@clicnts.rotundasofiware.com)

Saturday (vigil) 4:00pm
Sunday 7:00am & 11:00am
Holy Days: As announced

Mass Times:

Daily Mass:
Tues, 8:20am (School Year)
7:00am (Summer)
W, Th, 7:00am
Fri, 6:00pm (Rosary 5:30pm)

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday. 3:30pm

Eucharistic Adoration: Friday, 7:00am - 5:00pm

Parish Otfice Hours: M - F: 9:00am - 4:00pm

School Office Hours: M - F: 7:45am - 3:30pm
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Street) Springfield, Ilinois 62702

Church: (217) 544-4554  Fax: (217) 544-1680
School: (217) 544-4553  Fax: (217) 544-1680

On this Laetare Sunday, we pause in our Lenten journey
to rejoice in the light and hope that Christ brings. The
Scriptures remind us that God looks beyond outward ap-
pearances and sees the truth of our hearts. In the Gospel,
Jesus heals the man born blind, revealing that He 1s the
Light of the World who opens our eyes to faith.

This 1s a moment to reflect: Where we still be blind to
God’s presence? What shadows keep us from seeing His
love clearly? Lent is not only a time of repentance but
also of awakening of letting Christ’s light dispel the dark-
ness within us.

As we move toward Easter, may we walk with renewed
vision, hearts open to God’s mercy, and spirits lifted by
the joy of His promise.

Dear brothers sisters, we need to allow Jesus to heal our
spiritual blindness. We all have blind spots in our mar-
riages, our parenting, our work habits, and our personali-
ties. We are often blind to the presence of the Triune God
dwelling within us and fail to appreciate His presence in
others. Even practicing Christians can be blind to the
poverty, injustice, and pain around them. Let us remem-
ber, however, that Jesus wants to heal our blindness.

We need to ask him to remove from us the root causes of
our blindness: self-contention, greed. anger, hatred, preju-
dice, jealousy, addiction to evil habits, hardness of heart,
and the like. Let us pray with the Bible scholar William
Barclay, “God our Father, help us see Christ more clear-
ly, love him more dearly and follow him morc ncarly”
day by day. We need to get rid of cultural blindness. Our
culture also has blind spots. Often it is blind to things like
sclfless love, happiness, fidelity with true, committed
scxual love in marriage, and the value of human life from
birth to natural death. Our culture has become insensible
to violence, the sexual implication, and the enormous suf-
fering in the world around us. Let us counteract this cul-
tural blindness as, with His grace, we experience Jesus’
dwelling within us and within others, through personal
prayer, meditative reading of the Bible, and a genuine
Sacramental life.

Thank you, for your support and dedication to our parish-

€8.

Fr. George Nellikunnel, Pastor
St. Cabrini and St. Aloysius.
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Last week our students attended a performance called “Salt and Light” by Mr. Frank
Runyeon as part of our Lenten journey. Mr. Runyeon was visiting St. Aloysius for our
Panish Mission. He reminded us that we are all encouraged to be a light for others,
especially as we prepare for the resurrection of Jesus.

All-school Mass will be Tuesday, March 17 at 8:20am. All are welcome!

Registration for the 2026-2027 is open! Thank you to all who have completed
registration for the 2026-2027 school ycar. New student registration began last week
Thank you for your commitment and support! If you know anyone interested in enrol-
ling, be call the school office (217-544-4553) and tours are available.

PTO Nothing Bundt Cake Fundraiser... The PTO is hosting a delicious Nothing
Bundt Cake fundraiser to help raise funds for school projects. Forms are in bulle-
tin this weekend and are duc back to the parish/ school office by Thursday, March
19th. Cakes will be delivered to the school and must be picked up on Wed. April 4th.

Many thanks to the Springfield Pickleball Club for sharing your expertise with our
students mn Physical Education Classcs!

Last week our 4th and 5th grade students had a marvelous time visiting the Cat-
crpillar Plant in Peoria! Engaging with interactive displays, our students were able to
lcarn about engineering while also gaining an appreciation for hecavy machinery and
Caterpillar's legacy in our community.

Thank you to all the volunteers for making Bingo a great success! The
program needs a few, steady workers. I know that this will ensure the continued suc-
cess of this most important fundraising event. Don’t forget to join us for Bingo at Cari-
tas Hall. 909 E Converse, Saturday, March 21 at 11:45am for Early Bird, other games
begin at noon. Play bingo during our times, help make this a fun and profitable activity
for St. Aloysius School! Please consider volunteering. Volunteers are needed! You can
text or call Rhonda (217) 670-4458. Thank you for your support.

Applications arc now being accepted for the Springficld Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (SDCCW) 2026 High School Girl Graduate Scholarship! Arc
you a practicing Catholic girl who is graduating from the 12th grade? If
you attend a private or public school or are home schooled, you are eli-
gible to apply! The SDCCW is pleased to award a $2,000 scholarship
to 4 Catholic high school girls who are graduating. This money should
be used to further your education in cither a community college or uni-
versity, technical/trade/vocational school, or other non-traditional option. Three re-
quired documents (application, cssay, and letter of recommendation) must be received
by April 15th and sent to Rita Devore, 1006 Shenandoah Avenue, Effingham, IL
62401. The application must be signed by your pastor. Application arc at available at
the parish office, or online at dio.org/2026/02/2026-SDCCW-H-S-Girl-Scholarship.

Families and Children Welcome! “Let the children come to me and do not prevent
them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” - Luke 18:16
. Families and children are always welcome at Mass at St. Aloysius. While
JUGLERILY we strive for a reverent liturgy, we appreciate children of all ages wor-
«+ . shiping with us - they are the future of the Church. We warmly welcome
large families, new families, new babies and new baptisms. Parents: If
your child needs a break or if it makes you more comfortable, the cry
room and vestibule arc available.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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— Parish Data —

PARISH CALENDAR

March 15 7:00am
March 15 11:00am
March 17 8:20am
March 17 9:00am
March 18 7:00am
March 18 9:00am
March 18 7:00pm
March 19 7:00am
March 19 6:00pm
March 20

March 20 7:00am
March 20 5:00pm
March 20 5:15pm
March 20 6:00pm
March 21 8:30am

Morning Mass

Morning Mass

All School Mass

Senior Breakfast (King Pin)
Morning Mass

Legion of Mary

Choir Practice

Morning Mass

Parish Council

No School (Faculty Retreat)
Adoration

Benediction

Station of the Cross
Evening Mass

Street Ministry (St. Cabrini)

Weekly Offering

Week 33 February 22 | Total to Date
Weekly Offertory 5,350.00 $236,471.72
Shepherd one Student | $450.00 $13,192.00
Building Fund $390.00 $28,858.00
Bingo

Special Prayers and Blessing
Please pray for the repose souls of...

John Capranica
Stephen Fleischli

Eternal Rest Grant to them. O Lord.

Let perpetual light shine on them.
e crma s o e R R R o e LS4 Tt

Weekly Attendance - March 7-8

have recetved 74%
Parish Community Tithe

The budgeted amount is the minimal required to maintain services, em-
ployee benefits, utilitics, and maintenance at current levels and provide
for debt payment, unbudgeted repairs or improvements for the Parish.

Weekly Offerings budget for the month of February is $40,000.00. We

/

% of needed funding to meet essentials.

As you have read in the Catholic Times. the Annual Catholic Ser-
vices Appeal has been discontinued. The diocese will be assessing
its parishes on a monthly basis, based on 10% of its income each
month to provide the nceds of our diocesan church. Please consid-
er increasing your giving to the parish by the amount you previ-
ously gave to ACSA, so that we can handle this new monthly, pay-
as we-go obligation. January Tithe - $2.815.00

Debt/Accrued Deficits

Sat4:00pm | Sun7:00am | Sun11:00am | Total [UnPaid Diccesan Liabilities
Paid
76 88 215
Amount owed $209,997.03
(February 25, 2026)
Parish Ministry Schedule - March 21-22
Saturday 4:00pm Sunday 7:00am Sunday 11:00am
Cantor
Lector |Tom Kohlrus Carl Affrunti Sharon Jones
E.M. Jim Auth, Vikki Warren Erin Rachford, Pam Tipps  Paul Brown, Patti Crouch
Dave Klestinski Earl Schroeder Sherry Daniels, Sharon Jones
Servers |Rachel Schrenk Earl Schroeder Dom Guimking, Brantley Riech

In charity, please remember in your prayers... 2024... Steven Young Patricia Durako, Regina
Rakers, Sandra Scott, David Daniels, Halfred Hildebrand, Jr., Joseph Perkinton,
Charles Bedolli, Samuel and Bonnie Falzone, James Selinger, Tom Stevens, Frank
Tucker James Bartlett. 2025... Larry Forbes, Marilyn Gustafson, Kenna Diaz, Kay
Morrow, Judith Guinn, William Bredemeyer, Annette Raffa, David Jones, Judith
Bregowy, August Egger, Patricia Cox, Rita Smarjesse. 2026... Caroline Dietrich,
Judy Tucker, George Ann Madison, and Norma Capranica.

=
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Parish Bulletin Board

A Pilgrimage of Hope... A Pilgrimage to Italy. Join Fr. George on a 10 day pilgrim-
age to Italy from October 5-15, 2026. Highlights include visiting the Vatican Muse-
ums, joining other pilgrims from around the world for an audience with His Holiness,
the Pope (subject to the Holy Father’s schedule and health). Visiting the birthplace of
St. Aloysius, and the shrine of St. Aloysius. Also a visit to the birth place of St. Fran-
cis Cabrini. The pilgrimage features daily Mass, first-class hotels, private luxury trans-
portation, professional guides, and all admission fees. Cost is $4,995.00 per person
(includes round-trip airfare, taxes, meals, and more). For details or to register, vis-

it Holy Land Tours LLC @ holylandtoursllc@gmail.com or Jiryis Alyateem @1-503-
866-5698. Registration is due by June 30, 2026.

Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday of Lent at 5:25pm in the church.

Reconciliation during Lent... As a reminder, confession is every Saturday from
3:30 - 4:00pm. Our parish penance service is being hosted at St. Cabrini on Sunday,
March 22 at 2:00pm. The Cathedral has extended confessions this week on Friday,
March 20from 12:30pm-6:30pm and Saturday, March 21 from 9:00-4:00pm.

The Sacred Triduum is the most important time in the Church’s liturgical year. The
«» word Triduum means “three days.” It celebrates the central mystery
| 7\ of our faith: the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
" Triduum begins on the evening of Holy Thursday and concludes on
. Easter Sunday. * Holy Thursday Mass at 7:00pm — Mass of the Lord’s
~ Supper (St. Aloysius). We remember the Last Supper, the institution
\V of the Eucharist and the priesthood, and Jesus’ command to serve oth-
Iv We ) . ers, symbolized by the washing of the feet. « Good Friday Service at
Holy Week 6:00pm — The Passion of the Lord. (St. Cabrini) The Church reflects
on Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross for our salvation. It is a solemn day of pray
er, fasting, and veneration of the cross. * Holy Saturday and the Easter Vigil at 7:00pm
(St. Aloysius) - The Church waits in hope at the tomb until the Easter Vigil, when we
celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, the victory of life over death, and welcome new mem-
bers into the Church. These three days are celebrated as one great liturgy, inviting us
to enter deeply into the mystery of Christ’s love and the salvation he won for us. Sun-
day, April 5 Mass times are 7:00am(St. Aloysius) 9:30am(St. Cabrini) and 11:00am
(St. Aloysius).

Choir Rehearsal for Holy Week and Easter will begin this week on Wednesday,
March 18 from 7-8:00pm. Additional rehearsals are Monday, March 23 from 7-
8:00pm, and Monday, March 30 from 7-8:00pm. Please remember the Lenten season,
we will switch to using the chant mass parts, which can be und beginning with #837 in
the Breaking Bread.

Rice bowls are available in the back of church. This collection benefits Catholic Re-
lief Services.

St. Aloysius Senior Breakfast... will meet for breakfast on Tuesday, March 17 at
King Pin after the 8:20 mass. Please join us!

Knights of Columbus Council #4175... Be sure to visit the best Fish Fry in town
this Lenten Season! The Knights of Columbus in Devereaux Heights has fantastic
food for your Fridays from 4:30 -7:00pm.

St. Cabrini Parish is looking for a maintenance person who is experienced in main-
taining property and equipment and who is also willing to do normal janitorial work.
Interested people should call the parish office @ 217-522-8555.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish

Parish Calendar... Please let the parish
office know of events, meetings, etc. for
the church calendar to avoid scheduling
conflicts. This includes the church base-
ment.

Thank you... The advertisements that
appear in this bulletin completely defray
all publishing costs which the church
would otherwise incur. Please patronize
the sponsors on the back of this bulletin
and thank them for their kind generosity.

St. Aloysius Prayer Chain... If you
have a special intention or someone
whom you would like prayers offered
please email Mrs. Vikki Warren...
whomper5@aol.com

Stewardship ... Gracious and loving
God, we understand that
, Q ") # youcallusto be stew-

.. 7 » ards of your abundance,
= the caretakers of all you
. = have entrusted to us.
| Help us to use your gifts
wisely and to share them
- \ generously. May our
faithful stewardship be the hallmark of
our discipleship, a visible sign of our
commitment to Christ. We pray with
grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mass
Intentions

March 16 Lenten Weekday

March 17 Lenten Weekday
St. Patrick

8:20am Kay Morrow+

March 18 Lenten Weekday
St. Cyril of Jerusalem
7:00am  All Souls +
March 19 Lenten Weekday
St. Joseph
7:00am  William Bredemeyer +

March 20 Lenten Weekday
6:00pm Kenna Diaz+

March 21 Lenten Weekday

March 22 Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sat 4:00pm Reginia Rakers +

Sun7:00am All Parishioners +

Sun11:00am George Ann Madison+




Around the Church

Prayer Warriors are welcome to pray in front of Springfield

Planned Parenthood 601 N. Bruns Lane. For more infor-
mation... www.springfieldrtl. org.

Sign up to receive diocesan pro-life newsletter... Stay

.. TOOted in the Gospel of Life and connected to
= pro-life efforts across our diocese. Get quarter-

% ly updates on prayer opportunities, formation,

; advocacy, and human dignity issues, no fund-

What Really Happens at Mass movie... The Real Presence:
The Mass is a 28-minute film that reveals the unseen spiritual

world of the Catholic Mass through a combination of beautiful

liturgical imagery and artistic augmented reality. At the heart
of the film is the belief that Jesus Christ is truly present in the
Eucharist-not symbolically, but in reality. With alarming sta-
tistics showing that many Catholics no longer believe in this
foundational truth, the film seeks to reawaken faith and offer
compelling insights into what the Church teaches about the
Real Presence. Watch for free: therealpresence.com.

Covenant Network Catholic Radio... Catholic Radio pro-

grams include Catholic teaching, prayers, and call-in pro-
grams. You can listen on a smart speaker, tell Alexa to play
Covenant Network Catholic Radio, on our App, Covenant
Network, online at OurCatholicRadio.org, or on your local
Catholic radio station, AM 1080 and 92.7 FM.

Caring for the World - April 7. The Catholic Church is the
largest non-governmental provider of health care services in

the world, with 65% of Catholic health facilities located in low

-resource areas globally. Each year, Hospital Sisters Mission
Outreach (located in Springfield) supports more than 100
Catholic hospitals and clinics in Africa, Asia, Ukraine, and
Central/South America by donating critical medical supplies

and equipment. To celebrate World Health Day on April 7, we

will honor the life-saving role Catholic health care plays glob-
ally at the 5:15pm Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(524 E. Lawrence, Springfield) Mass and a World Health Fair
in the Atrium following Mass. Mission Outreach will be there
to show how the work they do is building a healthier world,
especially for mothers and babies in need.

Please keep the Bishop and the priests of our diocese in
your prayers on Tuesday and Wednesday as they take part in
two days of reflection and fellowship!

Pope Leo’s March Prayer Intentions. For disarmament
and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective dis-
armament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of
violence. Did you know that the Pope sets a schedule of
monthly prayer intentions for his world wide prayer network-
which is all of us! You can find the schedule here https:/
www.uscch.org/prayers/ popes-monthly-intentions-2026.

% raising, ever. Sign up today! Scan the QR code.

Triumph of the Heart... Cathedral will be showing the
powerful true story of St. Maximilian Kolbe who chose sac-
rifice over survival and love over hate in his final days in
the Auschwitz death camp. Fr. Kolbe volunteered to die in
place of a fellow prisoner, then spent his final days minis-
tering to the other condemned men in the starvation cham-
ber. This film is not suitable for young children. Today,
Sunday, March 15 @ 2:00 in the Cathedral Atrium. Free

You are invited to Lenten Day of Recollection in
Springfield. Through conferences and personal prayer time,
this Lenten Day of Reflection on Sunday, March 22 at the
Villa Maria Retreat Center on Lake Springfield will help
you to contemplate on and to experience more deeply the
infinite and tender love of Christ for all of humanity. It will
also help you prepare for Holy Week and Easter. Arrival is
at 2:00pm, and it concludes at 7:00pm. The day includes
conferences, adoration, time for prayer, the Rosary, confes-
sion, and dinner. The cost is $25. Register by March 15

at dio.org/events.

Bereavement Ministry... Grief Share Cathedral Parish
will be hosting Grief Share, a weekly, faith based, grief sup-
port group. If you, or someone you know, would like help
and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family
member, or friend, please join us beginning Tuesday, March
3, 1:00-2:30pm in the Cathedral School Library. (Enter
through the atrium doors off 5th street parking lot) Grief
Share runs for 13 weeks, but guests may join the series at
any point and can pick up content they missed during the
next cycle. For go to https://www.griefshare.org/ or contact
Berni Ely @ 899-6637 or jackandberni96@yahoo.com To
register call 217/522-3342 or email Vicki at vcomp-
ton@cathedral.dio.org.

Stewardship Reflection... March 15, 2026. The Fourth
Sunday of Lent. ““Not as man sees does God see, because
man sees the appearance, but the Lord looks into the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:7 How often do we invest our time, talent and
treasure in creating an appearance that does not matter at all
to God? We strive to impress with our clothing, home, ca-
reer, possessions, car and other marks of distinction. But
none of these illusions of greatness will impress God. In-
stead, He will look into our hearts to see how much we
loved Him, how much we loved others and how we showed
that love by the way we used our time, talent and treasure
here on earth.

A Prayer about St. Patrick... God our Father, you sent Saint
Patrick to preach your glory to the people
of Ireland. By the help of his prayers, may
all Christians proclaim your love to all
men. Grant this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish



March 15, 2026 Written by
THE

POUIth Sunday Of Lent FAITHFUL

DISCIPLE
1Sm 16:1b 6-7, 10-13a | Eph 5:8-14 | Jn 9:1-41

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
There has been much commentary over the centuries
about Jesus’ use of saliva and mud to heal the man born
blind. One of the most profound interpretations | have read
reminds us that in Genesis, God made man out of “the dust
of the ground.” (Gen 2:7) Jesus® use of mud in the Gospel
suggests that he is re-creating the blind man before him.
The man receives a whole new life, such that even those
who see him after his healing question whether he is the
same person as before: “Isn’t this the one who used to

sit and beg?” ... “No, he just looks like him.” Through this
Gospel, I've come to believe that Jesus is inviting us to see
that every time he touches us in the sacraments, we are
inwardly re-created, inwardly renewed. As we come to this
midway point in Lent, let’s open our eyes to the ways God is
waiting to meet us with his healing love in the sacraments,
and avail ourselves of this amazing grace.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Our first reading offers a powerful reminder that although
humans see what's on the outside, God looks at our hearts.
While the prophet Samuel thought surely God’s hand was
on Jesse’s oldest son, God chooses David, the youngest,
who was out tending the sheep. In the Gospel, the Pharisees
look at the man born blind and think he is a sinner, born
from sinners. But underneath is a man whom Jesus sends
(the name of the pool that Jesus instructs him to go wash
in means “Sent”) to bear witness to all that God has done
for him. God often chooses the unlikeliest (in our eyes)
persons to be the messengers of his Gospel. At times we
may wonder why God has chosen us or feel ourselves
lacking in the qualities needed to lead others to the Lord.
In those moments, let’s trust that through our baptism

and confirmation, the Lord has put his Spirit in us and has
equipped us for the work of sharing the Gospel.

£

REFLECT

The lyrics “I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but
now | see,” from the hymn “Amazing Grace” is based in part
on today’s Gospel reading. The man born blind says, “He put
clay on my eyes, and | washed, and now | can see.” Locate

a favorite rendition of this song and use it in your prayer
time this week, reflecting on the ways God has brought you
greater spiritual vision and inner renewal this Lent.

Betty images/Ricky Howitt
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g /Eliminate the uncertainty and financial
burden with the Staab Family & Associates.

Contact us for your personal visit to Plan Ahead.
217.528.6461 or visit StaabFuneralHomes.com
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ADVERTISE
HERE

Wayne Shures
Owner

528-9700
750 E Linton

(Behind Burger King
on south 6th)

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

catholicmatich
lllinois

Auto Service

®

Conner Byrne

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

April Paprocki
apaprocki@diocesan.com
612-867-9831
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Consider
& Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.
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Please support them when you can.
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